
Ave Maria Parish Council Unapproved Minutes

July 14th, 2026  St. Denis 5:30PM


Father Bala/Parochial Vicar_abs

Sister Maria Inviolata, SMDG/Director of Parish Life _X_


Brad Yocca/Chairperson_X, John Kane/Vice-Chair_X, Tom Jackson/Secretary_X

Council Members:


Mary Ann Castle _abs, Marg Filipiak_X, Bill Grey_X, Paula Kasper_X, Rose Lilly_X, Steve Schneider_X, John 
Siwicki_X


A: Opening Prayer - Sr. Maria Inviolata_

B: Approval of proposed agenda – Motion_Tom_, 2nd  Bill_   Motion Carried


C: Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes for May 12, 2026 – Motion_Bill, 2nd_John Kane_  Motion carried


D: Old Business (recent accomplishments and solutions)


(1) Finance Committee Update – Sr. Maria Inviolata  -  From the May 22nd meeting, members went over the 
bylaws, signed the confidentiality agreement, and reviewed the budget for the coming year


(2) Safety Committee – Brad Yocca - still have not received any safety protocol from the diocese. This item will be 
removed from the agenda


(3) Intentions Box Concept – Paula Kasper : bought box from Amazon but it was too small. The research will be 
continued


(4) Disciple Maker Index – Catholic Leadership Institute – Sister Maria Inviolata & Brad Yocca:  Brad spoke to the 
collection of the data. The data has been hard to analyze and the specific data collected from Ave Maria 
Parish will continue to be reviewed.    Brad shared that understanding the data needs to be clear to 
determine if we are moving in the right direction.


E: Three Diocesan Pillars (What does the parish council do to grow and evolve our parish?)

    . Due to a conflicting meeting for two members, Pillar 3 was presented first.


(1) Pillar #3 – Go and retrieve the lost sheep (find the lost sheep, form evangelizers, heal those struggling in their 
lives, lead lost hearts to conversion) - John Siwicki


           In addition to sharing preparations and needs for the International Food festival, Sept. 19th


         a.  Ave Maria International Food Festival – St. Mary’s – September 19, 2026


            John reported on 3 goals that are in process to achieve finding the lost sheep and form evangelizers:


         .  1) Get a good turnout at the International Food festival, 2) work with Catholic Rural life for funding to assist 
            with Catholic Rural life for advertising and executing programs like the festival, 3) Rescue Project, training on 
           evangelizing sponsored by Catholic rural life, 4) handing off new candidates for follow up as new member 
           of our parish.




          . During discussion John S asked Parish Council Members to review the spreadsheet he sent out earlier, and 
            locate an activity they would like to assist with for the festival


          . Tom asked about the Rescue Project moving forward into spring 2027. Has an alternate location been 
            considered, e.g., Sandusky or other?


          . Discussion continued regarding chair or volunteer to help in games: Rose chairing games, set-up and take 
           down Robert Bombard was put forth by Brad          


       b. Catholic Rural Life – Parish Council Training Session (evangelization)


           August 29th 8:30 - 2:30 including breakfast and lunch. John has requested that each parish council member 
           invite two people to attend.  An alternate proposal was discussed where a bulletin announcement would be  
           submitted and anyone interested could volunteer to attend with a limit of approximately 40 attendees.


 
   (2) Pillar #1 - Love and support priests, holiness, a create a culture for priestly vocations - Paula Kasper


        Paula and Fr. Bala attended the ribbon cutting at Tierney Park in Lexington, July 2nd. Fr. did a blessing, Paula  
       did readings, we had a good presence. Brad asked about home blessings which are reported to be continuing.     


   (3) Pillar #2 – Build disciples to be sent on a mission (Raise and equip disciples for mission, cultivate and nurture  
         an environment to serve the common good) - Rose Lily


        Rose reported on their attempts to grow the women’s organization 


F: New Business:

(1) Parish Council Members & Terms of Office –  Mary Ann Castle's 1st term ended and is not being renewed.  

John Siwicki is not eligible for another term but will continue to support the council as a non voting member. 
Brad and Bill Grey reported on the number of members that are allowed under the revised bylaws from the 
diocese of Saginaw. More specific information regarding the number of members as well as term expirations 
will be presented at the September meeting.


           Tom inquired regarding the offering a motion to extend Brad Yocca’s term. Bill explained that a motion could 
          be put forward to extend Brad’s position for an additional term of office which was presented by Tom, and  
          seconded by Bill. The motion was carried to extend the position currently held by Brad to 2028.  Members 
          welcomed Brad as he began a subsequent term.


(2) Parish now has enrollment cards for new members at the Church entrances. Benchmark Idea on Enrolling 
New Parish Members - Brad Yocca:.


       

(3) Revision to Ave Maria Parish Council By-Laws – Brad Yocca


          presented that a new criteria was added, that to serve on the council a person must be a practicing Catholic,  
          as defined in the bylaws

          Bill grey offered a motion to approve the suggested revisions by the diocese to our council bylaws, and 
          that they then be approved at the next meeting.  Motion Bill Grey  2nd Rose Lilly   Motion carried


G: Upcoming Events: see attached page


H: Roundtable: Steve reported that a canopy for the new lawn tractor has been secured in exchange for a prayer, 
Sr. Maria commented we’ll offer a mass.  Steve stated that help is needed with the steak dinner especially with 
clean-up. Rose indicated that the collecting date for the white elephant sale is August 10th. The sale is September 



24-27.  Sr. Maria inquired about memorials being placed in St. Denis Church. Clarification was offered the possibly 
a place could be established with names that might be removed after a period of time, e.g., 10 or 20years. 

I: Closing Prayer: Sister Maria 


Parish Calendar Dates July - September

July - 

21 - French Boys Choir, 7:30, St D

26 - Anointing of the Sick, after Mass, St D

31 - Community Lunch, 10:30 am social, noon lunch, Lexington Methodist Church

August - 

1 - Art Fair Parking, St D

3-8 - Icon Workshop, St M

8 - Steak Dinner, 5 pm, AMP

12 - Holy Spirit Speaker Series, live-streamed, 6:30 pm

15 - KC Tigers Game

19 - Ice cream social, 1-3 pm, AMP

22 - Sr Gabrielle’s Perpetual Profession, 10 am St M

29 - Relational Evangelization Workshop, AMP

30 - Anointing of the Sick, after Mass, St D

September

9 - Holy Spirit Speaker, livestream 6:30 pm

10-13 - Bach Festival, St D  (16-20)

19 - Parish Festival, LA Fashion Show


Next Meeting:  September 8, 2026, 5:30 PM  at St. Mary’s   

Scheduled meetings include St. Denis, November 10, 5:30pm  


